


his is the first chapter in planned series of twenty-four, depicting the life of a very unique
character: ARIK-KHAN. Adventurer, Rogue, Monster-slayer. Hero. This is a very special
blend of fact and fancy. An epic we can all thrill to.

But I don’t think Arik-Khan is much of a hero. Not really. Not when compared with Frane
Reyes.

Franc is sharing a very personal vision with us. And in so doing has sacrificed quite a lot.
Whatever difficulties (be they financial or artistic) have been tossed his way, his enthusiasm
and freshness have prevailed.

The result is a true labour of love.

So don’t be too quick to dismiss the monsters, wizards, and heroes as so much blood and
thunder. If you look a little deeper you'll find a man who cares enough about us to share his

dreams.
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EI ONG, LONG ABO, IN A TIME BEYOND MEMORY,
THERE WERE THE SLAVE WARS. THEN,IT IS
SAID, AN EVIL LAY OVER ALL THE LANDS OF MEN
AND WOMEN, AN EVIL WHICH WAS CAST DOWN BUT
LEFT CATASTROPHE IN ITS WAKE. THE SKY BURNED
AND THE OCEANS BOILED, AS IF THE 60D5
THEMSELVES HAD JOINED IN THE WAR.IN THE ENQ
MOST OF HUMANKIND LAY DEAD.

IT TOOK MILLENIA TO REBUILD. THERE CAME
THE TIME OF WANDERING, AND THEN THE PAWNING
OF THE KINGDOMS OF LIGHT. OF THESE,THERE WERE
SEVEN, AND THE GREATEST WAS PHAGBILAU.
TO THIS DAY, SONGS ARE SUNG LATE AT NIGHT,

IN SECRET GATHERINGS,0F THE WONPERS OF
LIFE IN THAT GOLDEN AGE.

THEN THE BLACK SORCERERS OVERTHREW
SIX OF THE SEVEN KINGDOMS, AND THE TIME
OF THE DARK KINGDOMS BEGAN.MIGHTY
PHAGBILAU SURVIVED, BUT HAD STRENGTH
ONLY FOR THE DEFENCE OF IT8 OWN BORDERS,
THE REIGN OF THE DARK KINGPOMS CONTINUED
UNCONTESTED FOR CENTURIES, UNTIL THE

COMING OF...







= _IN THE NAME OF < ;

=7 COULPHA BE QUIET, BOY’ = YOU KNOW OF MY
THERE IS NO NEED TO INVOKE |/ MOTHER'S KIDNAPPING #/
YOUR FATHERS NAME.WHO IN 8 HOWZ! WHERE IS SHE £

| PHAGBILAU POES NOT KNOW SN TLL DO ANYTHING...

; YOUR FATHER, YOUR MOTHER. 4 -

AND YOU 2! T KNOW WHY i N Lla
YOU'VE COME. N e A

Ve DEAD ARE DEAD, BUT THEY : e o5 > N = M
LEAVE BEHIND A BURDEN OF N e . i 5 Ngéfﬂlé"'i%z?ﬁg«?rﬁgz A
MEMORIES. THEIRS HAVE DIED = U W e B B [ T A s e
ON THE BLOODY BATTLEFIELD, W G ™ O IE L 2SO NG B o AT BECOMMENDE
WHILE THOSE OF ARIK KHAN - N A :, R PO SR
CHASE AFTER HIM OVER THE ; s g Y .4 , :

; ‘ ; B\ ¥ .\ 0 SON
UPTURNED FACES OF THE | , 7S Y, N, o i e

ITHAS A NAME- RAKA 7

CREATURES HE'S

KILLED.

-

N
SORCERER OF Y
THE DARK KINGPOMS, HE B8
SEIZED YOUR MOTHER,
HC HAS DESTROYED
THOUSANDS OF MEN
ANP WOMEN IN
UNCOUNTED YEARS OF HIS LIFE
} N [ FOR NOTHING MORE THAN HIS / | .
LU WHEN HE FIRST CAME |i Z 3 OWN AMUSEMENT.... e N
70 THC PLACE WHERE o ‘ < e , . S 1 HAVE NO
CURDJA DWELT . et NE 1L Al . Aovwys W waroF
Y g GREETINGS CURDJA.... COVETED YOUR MOTHER,, N PENETRATING
W I COME N PEACE TO ASK ANP TRIED MORE THAN ONCE ‘ 1Y THE BARRIERS
YOUR HELP. L AM ARK ... / TO WREST HER FROM YOUR | HE HAS WoVEN
Il ARIK KHAN, SON OF " FATHER'S HOUSE , FAILING N =Bl ROUND HiS
B TURGHA KHAN, ONLY BECAUSE OF . S\ s Tocveie.ony
GREATEST OF THE TURGHA KHAN'S WIT \ T ATRAN RAKAZ KNOWS §
WARRIOR KINGS OF AND SKILL AS A AN WHAT
PHAGBILAU. IN THE NAME WARRIOR. > Ko ANV B TRANSPIRES A
FATHER.... s {1 ' , Ny

X

/

(R (V] vine SEVENTEEN

BUT HIS PATIENCE
15 AS LONG AS HIS LIFE,
AND AS YOUR. FATHER
LAY ON HIS DEATH
BED, RAKAZ S AGENTS /f
CAME AND STOLE A
HER AWAY. WITH
YOU ABSENT,
THERE WERE
NONE TO STOP
HIAA. ¢




T == Ly ‘ i oy ."m“

— |F ANYTHING G i — D LIKE THIS
; HAPPENS & "l R TO BE YOURS...

JFoR HOURS

e\ TO HER... ,, (AN /o T HAVE NO FURTHER e
% mibaB S YA RS T 7| USE FOR IT, AGE EATS ) ~ KROG RACES THIS THING o Bl
AT MY BODY. BETTER ON WITHOUT RUNS LIKE ;

| SLACKENING
THE FACE.

THAT YOUR HANPS
WIELD IT...T PLACE
ONLY ONE CONPITION

2w ON THIS GIFT £

THERE 1S NO
TIME TO WASTE.
BUT I WOULD

T WOULD DO
THAT WITHOUT
\ YOUR ASKING. A

//YoU SEE ME,
/ CURDUAT WILL

ThaP g, AND HE WILL LEAD Vs Yo |
- YOU TO RAKAZ. : 4 - 24N i
HEH éwa_FlND WY : : B 1
IS OWN ' « ] o ‘ !
; con : oy g ; WHAT IN THE
WAY BACK. ~ ; , ; NAME OF

BELZERDON
IS THATZ
HOLD, KROG ! fare s
L —

",.a:"’" e —‘.;;",“\Q-.w

UT KROG
TENORES ARIK
AND LEAPS.

wgd TN

DO NOT MAKE
THE MISTAKE OF
UNDERESTIMATING
HIM. HIS FOWER
IS IN HIS EYES.
AVOIP LOOKING
DIRECTLY INTO THEM
R IT IS YOUR HEAD
WHICH WILL BE
MISSING /

(S £1ZING ON THE UNEXPECTED
'ADVANTAGE OF THEIR POSITION...

s
?

~e

GOOPBYE
CURDJA
ANP THANK .

LOOK OUT FOR
HIS SOLPIERS !
DYING HOLPS NO FEAR
FOR THEM! THEY
ARE ALREADY




T SEEMS
B~ LkE Davs |
| LATER WHEN
KROG FINALLY \

) FAREWELL,
TIRELESS ONE/
AND LUCK.

BE WITH US

BOTH /

MY EARS W
PLAY TRICKS
ON ME/
N\ CHANTING 2/

B NAME OF
) COULPHA/

B )

" TUESE WILLS

STINK OF ’
SORCERY! THIS
MAY BE YOUR
HIPING PLACE,
RAKAZ,BUT ILL

B FIND YOU! g

” WHAT MANNER

OF MEN ARE
THESE Z AND
THAT WOMAN?
THEIR CAPTIVE,
IT SEEMS/




HOW po You § ¢

KILL THE

UNDEAD 2./

BELZARDON
IT 15 AS CURDJA
SAD! THIS THING
IS DEAD ! I MUST
STOP HIM BEEFORE
HE ALERTS THE
X OTHERS.

S T /Ly ) i
ZrP
\ S THE THING LUNGES
T _f\,,A FORWARD, ARIK 8
Zn | ATTACKS. P

ENOUGH
OF THIS/

I CAN'T AFFORP

LOSE SIGHT OF
AT PROCESSION
I HOFE TO FINP

WOULDP THAT
YOUR HEAD

WERE RAKAZS. a8




A

FFURNING THE CORNER,
ARIK STOPS, STUNNED
BY A SIGHT THAT WOULD
HAVE DRIVEN OTHER
MEN TO MADNESS.

D B

A PASSACEWAY/ w IN HAND.

THE YOUNG
C B AN WARRIOR
& ENTERS.

Te—

TS TOO
PARK. IN

@RI/( GRIPS
HIs SWORP Y4
MORE TIGHTLY
AS HIS EYES
SURVEY
THE ROOM.

L

/ 3
r== 0% G A

P 2

ol ) WAL,
N o

SENSE IN
ARIK KHAN
REACTED!

DEAR GALAR, ‘
I PRAY MY MOTHER

(5 NOT HERE /




S

TRAINING WHICH
ARIK KHAN...

Y ... AND GIVES HIM
HIS ONE SLIGHT
OPPORTUNIT

E

| POES NOT

,: UT o | ] &M; 3
: ¥

‘|

funt
[

PAMN/ ¥
EAD- END!

MISSED !/
DAMN HIM /
I CANT GET

A CLEAR STROKE

AT HIS HEAD! THIS 1S

NO TIME FOR FOOLISH

COURAGE ; I'M
RUNNING /

E SPINS AROUND...

TAKING A DEEP BREATH...
SLOWLY CALMING HIS _g—
BODY, LETTING HIS g
FISHTING INSTINCTS
REASSERT THEIR

.

\

A
1

THEN I MUST
FIGHT HIM-
AND I MUST 2




SuoochLy HE KNOWS g | ¢ ‘
WHAT HE MUST DO. N Bl #£/ COME CLOSE
ger A\ BB 7 ( UTTLE KREBIK*...
JUST A LITTLE
CLOSER.

i

m“--o?‘.. S # } i ] N ; ; 1
A . Ve & 1 .
e R TN 7 ) ; THIS QUET N
RESUMES HIS [8 2 bR | B2 15 UNNATURAL ... M
FIGHTING STANCE. | Y R , My PRESENCE

HERE 1S
ALREADY
KNOWN.

" i

e l»’/ ', =
‘ ./7.’?//{_7

'”!!f i

i - b ,-”/ , )." v 5 r é B M ‘~ : i ; 3 : » ! L A 3 ' { ! )
S TN ! N T 7 ) . ‘i KIL)’ LIE MOVES ON
i I\ A S 7 > A\ 7 e T i e
,////,’,I,[’ ks = ) \ . . - ( 7 S5k \:\ : o > o v "’ )

A | b




[Rakaz's answer Bl i AW @ o—. (@ N AL P :
4| 18 UNEXPECTEL \ /5 e n ¢ -~/ I COULDVE KILLED

prd \ , YOU FIGHT BRAVELY-\ 22 U / YOU IN THE HILLS WHEN
YOUR EYES AND . | A FOR A FOOL. NO 3 _ i Y YOU FOUGHT MY SOLPIER,
TONGUE oUur/s ’ : : _— | . G W STRANGERS ARE. | .. R W A BUT IVE CNJOYED
\ -~ T A NN\ ,  WELCOME IN THIS V f o THIS LITTLE
; i : NN TEMPLE, LEAST NELA RN
OF ALL YoU/ ANP
YOUVE SEEN THE ! !
A\ CELL WHERL YOUR e Vet L
£\ i Y/ Y HUNDREDS OF EAGER
. FROFEORSS0RS FOPW 7 % B IR E=XCCUTIONERS
/ WAITING TO PO YOUR
BIPDING, YOU LIKE
TO PUT SOME
EXCITEMENT
INTO DYING.

=/
W
W

: 5~ YIS
) ;
/ﬂ&.\é‘ﬂ\h Jf/)%‘l; .“.\'\\\“\.ﬁl

W’IW%;/,“ s e O | Y i b Bur ari 15 nor
W ‘4LJLJ."/~ L T Pr ;’,A 7 e e i\ A0 Sor e o). i L/GTEN. s
Ciar- Like, ARIK LANDS ON IS (RIS S5, oo | | i (M I’/ NO SIGN OF My
FEET, SWORD READY. Z, e ' - & ‘ ‘ MOTHER.. IF ONLY

AT A e 1", Al A N\ oy B I KNCW WHERE
’ ‘ / : 4 i & | : ST o o P g

HOWEVER, '
I GROW BOREP
WITH You/ f

f— .:Jg:

o somsssnmsecs




S A CORNER... [

A SLAVE WOMAN / y N ® 7 AL Away Ane
|l I HAVE NO CHOICE 9§ e ! TJEE ;%;6 7))
® BUT TO SLAY HER -

1t C S

i T WOULD
MEAN CERTAIN
DEATH FOR ME 4
TO FACE THEM,

.1 MUST
ACT FAST/

oo NS

= YES/ YOUR MOTHER!
AND SHE IS MINE NOW...

; RI/< RUNS [
| FOR HIS LIFE . [

¥ YOURE A CLEVER
AND RESOURCEFUL
MAN, ARIK KHAN,
BUT YOULL NEVER
ESCAPE ME /

’ . z‘:; v ‘.-{" _.."‘/ g = (“‘«.’»'" o
‘774/5 SIGHT OF HIS

| MOTHER IN A ZOMBIE
STATE DRIVES ALL il
REASON FROM
ARIK'S MIND.




ﬁklk IS HALTED...

T HS EYES!

I MUST NOT
{ LOOK AT HIS

(A5 ARIKS ARMS COVER
HIS FACE.,RAKAZ REACHES

i W

& rRANGELY DIZZY,
ARIK REACTS ~REFLEXIVELY.

—

KILL HIM/

. %11 COMMAND You!

KILL HIM ¢

” I WILL TAKE

f GREAT PLEASURE [
fl IN YOUR DEATH, ja
B ARIK KHAN / .

RAKAZ RUSHES
AFTER AKIK’ g




g

_—_ RIK KNOws e

X | 2 C sTAN
T'LL KILL You -r LE CHANCE.. W¥ ~3

" MYSELF, you f/ e '”,;,_//, &

RAKAZ TEARS
THE ARROW
FROM HIS EYES.,

KILL HIM Y
ALL OF You.

IF YOU THINK \_
TO TAKE YOUR Jd
MOTHER ALIVE,
YOU ARE MISTAKEN /
Sy AT MY DEATH ¥\
- ALL MY SERVANTS N
WILL PIE !
YOU_HAVE
ALREADY LOST,

N FOOL? |

E‘*\
¢, UG
: mummmﬁ‘ :

EEEFEN .




BEHIND HIM. S0 MANY
MEMORIES STOPFPEF. :
|ANP STILL THE MEMORY'|
OF THAT ONE PRIVES ;
HIM ON...

o

8 ... AS LONG AS HE IS ALIVE,
AS LONE AS HIS HANDP CAN
CARRY CURDJAS SWORPD,

Fo | ARK WILL BRING PEATH

- 7O THE EVIL FORCES
OF HIS WORLE

A

L yHu L

FRIR RHAN
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E FANTASTIC WORLD O
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